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e to the privilege of taking your time to investigate 
roblems on which I desire some light, I am writing this letter 
in request of information regarding Sommers Island coinage in 
hopes that same can be furnished me without inconveniencing you 
to any great extent. 


‘lthoueh I realize that my membership in the Society hardly 
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auction sale of a very 
I illing. ‘there is now offered 
e a sixpence of the sam e for which I intend to make 
en offer. That the original Sommer Island coins are so numerous 
e found in public auction sales in what surprises me. 


irc ha 5? 
dealer a Sommer Island 
same 
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be 


Although I do not have the book here for reference, lI 
believe the crosby in his book on colonial coinage states that 


4 
Us J 
e had never seen any of Loess coins. George Mathews in his 
"The Coinage of the shee: , published in 1876 by Scott and 
Company, states "of this coin only 2 pieces are known". 


. CGC. Prime in his "Coins, “fiedals,and Seals”, tales an in 
864 by Harper and Brothers, states "There is in England a 
specimen of a coin, with a hog on one side and a rude ship 
or vessel on the other. Not more than three specimens are 


Jere the above three authorities mistaken or have more of 
these coins turned up recently? Can you give me any idea of the num— 
ber of these coins that there are in existance? I understand 
that there has been turned out recently a modern coin copying 


ievhat the design of the original Sommer Island pieces. The 
coin which [ possess is not one of the modern pieces, but is 
either an original Sommer Island piece or a very good copy of 
T NTC ,lA oe - } +z Qo » fag 
1 would greatly ay] ciate receiving advice from you as to 
t aS) a ie eee ek cian ate Oe oe ee ey, Dk 
reiative scarcl ty oj ee original Sommer Island coins. I 


: am enclosing an airmail stamp for your reply. 
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Mr. Robert R. Prann 
Box 144 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


Dear Mr. Prann; Pease om 


/ We are always glad to give you what informt ion.» 
As regards the Gomnars Island coinage will say this; that the ec 
not as rare as Crosby implied - although they are rare enough. 
they are very seldom seen and especially in good condition. I ix 


three others peing sold privately - all undoub+ sadly genuine. 
months ago a shilling. and sixpence were offered in liew York. ° 30) 
bought the shilling and’ ve bought the sixpence,for which sbout $5 oC 
each was vaid, which was cheap. I réally have no idea how many ‘thé 
are in existence but I should say pe haps twenty or thirty of the 
shillings and about the same number sf the sixpence. The threepence 
I believe is much rarer. The copies that I have seen are cf two LF 
classes - thin brass ones, silver plated and sold as souvenirs in 
Bermuda and thicker pieces mde about fifty or sixty vears ago wiih | 
no intent to decé@ve. There are also fine electrotypes of these float 
‘around. It is exteemely hard to get them in good confition because tho 
that were on the island deterbptated badly on account of the dampness ~ 
due to the limestone formation and are consequently much corroded. The 
piece now and then turns up among old coins in this country, having 
escaped attention because it was not recognized. Aliso, in. the past | 
fifty years a number have come to this country from collections in Cate 
Europe, especially England. I think in all probability there are more . 
in this country than in England. The last place to find one today is 
in Bermuda. 
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Very truly yours, 


TW: IG t . Curator 
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ROBERT R. PRANN 
CONTRACTING ENGINEER ; San Juan, P. R. 


P, O. BOX 144 fay 17, 1937 


SAN JUAN, PTO, RICO 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway at 156th Street, 

New York City 


Dear Sir: 


Although you probably will not recall the circumstances, I 
became a member of the Society at your suggestion, when in 1934 
I visited your offices at 156th Street. 


Ever since the law went into effect making illegal the 
hoarding of gold, and restricting traffic in same, I have been 
laboring under complete uncertainty as to what risks I have been 
running in purchasing gold coins offered to me by individuals 
here in Puerte Rico. 


I recently took it upon myself to investigate the restrictions 
as to acquisition of gold and believe that by referring to the 
Executive Order covering the situation I have uncovered the fact 
that here in Puerto Rico there is absolutely no restriction placed 
on acquisition, selling, or holding of gold. 


I am enclosing to you herewith copy of Executive Order #6260 
promulgated on August 28, 1933, in order that you may refer to same 
without the inconvenience of any search through your library. 

Under Section No. 7, it is apparent that we in Puerto Rico may hold 
all the gold we can afford to purchase and can purchase any gold 
Which has come into the Island prior to April 5, 1933. 


If we people here in Puerto Rico are so lucky that we do not 
have any restrictions pleced upon us in connection with the purchase 
and sale of golc, I certainly would not care to have the matter 
brought to the attention of any person who might disturb the situation. 
I would however, greatly appreciate enlightenment from you on this 
matter, and would request that you clear up for me the following 
points if of not too great an inconvenience; 


1.- Do you know of any amendment to the Executive Order 
No. 6260 as herein copied, which restricts in any 


way purchase, holding or sale of gold by people in 
Puerto Rico. 


&.- Can you see in this Order any restriction which would 
prevent a coin collector here in Puerto Rico from 
disposing of his duplicate gold coins through a 
recognized coin auctioneer in the States, 


5.- What particular reason do you presume prompted the 
exclusion of United States possessions from the 
obligations imposed by this Executive Order #6260. 


=8= 


4,.- Why is there so much stress placed on the holding 
of quarter eagles? 


5.- Can you see any reason why it would be illegal 
or even improper for me to advertise in local 
papers here that I desire to purchase gold coins. 


You may be certain that I will greatly appreciate a reply 
from you in connection with the above matter. 


Yours very truly, 


Cig, 


REP. crt ROBERT R. PRANN 


June 15, 1937 


Mr. Robert 8%. Prann, 
P.O. Box 144, 
San Juan Pto. Rico. 


Dear Mr. Pranns: 


Your letter came while I was away and I have no recent 
rulings of the Treasury Department. All I can teil you is this; 
that they are not bothering with coin collectors or coin dealers, 
They are not bothering today with people that hold just a few 
coins for Keepsakes or for sentimental reasone. 


How concerning dealers, they have not been required to take 
out a license - they can buy and sell gold coins. They can keep 
gold coins for sale. I talked some months ago with the Treasury 
Department and tae intimation was that most of the gold still loose 
can be treated more or less as saving numismatic value. This was 
Said unofficially, but does show their attitude. 


I take the attitude that because Porto Rico was not specifically 
mentioned, it comes under their wording, ‘or any place subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof'., Clause B in Section 4 can cover a multitude of 
sins, ~ gold coins having a recognized special value to collectors of 
rare and unusual coins. , 


In answer to your question No. 2, I should say that there was 
no law against sending gold coins from Porto Rico to the United States, 
and you certainly could do it. I suppose that mail is treated as though 
I sent gold coins from New York to Chicago. ; 
The reason the special stress was laid upon quarter eagles was that 
they were no Jonger minted and all quarter eagles were held at a premium, 
even by banks, who sold them around Christmas time for $3.00 or more, 
and in consequence, refused to turn their stock of quarter eagles in 
with the other gold coins. This clause was therefore put in, 


As regards your last question, 1 think if I were you, in order 
to play safe, I would camaflouge your advertising by saying that you 
desire to purchase gold and silver coins, becaust stating you want 
to purchase gold coins only might create the saspicion you were 
getting them together for hoarding or other ulterkor purposes. You 
could even go further and say you desire to purchase gold and silver 
coins for coin collections. 


I would have written the Mint concerning the status of Porto 
Rico but my experience in the past has been that whenever we raise 
a question, they get suspicious and I generally wish I had not 
raised it. 

I an herewith returning your document on gold coins. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 
enel 7 


Nov, 10, 1937 ~ 


Mr. Robert R. Prann, | oe, 
P O Box 144, 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 


Dear Mr. Prannt 


I have examined carefully the Buhl & Yo. encased postage stamp. 
The frame has been tampered with. Whether it has been completely 
opened and anew stamp put in I ecennot say. Possibly some one tried > 
to open it to get the stamp out and found it was too hard and gave it 
up because in the old days a great many stamps were taken out of these 
frames, that is, before such things were collected. 3 


48 this is realiy a very rare item, and would be even rarer with — 
a S¢ stamp, the presumption is that it has been changed but as all of 
Buhl's pieces are rare, it would take a person with a good deal of es 
courage to tamper with one of these, — : me 


All I can say is that having been tampered with and an i ee 
expensive item, it will mever be « satisfaction to have in one's collection. 
I know you would like to keep/but if you could ~ return it, it might | reas 
be best. However, this point is up te you. Thinking it over, I would 
eather hot bé quoted as having passed upon ite ; hae 


Very truly yours, 


Curator | . > 
Hii ks ass, yiees? 
encl. le 
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ROBERT R. PRANN 
CONTRACTING ENGINEER 


P, O. BOX 144 


SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 


San Juan, P. R. 
November 8, 193 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

Curator, 

The American Numismatic Society, 

Broadway between 155th and 156th Streets, 
New York City} N.Y: 


Dear Mr. Wood: 
in a recent Auction Sale I bid in an item which upon 
examination, appears very suspicious to me. 


It might be better that I not give you name of 
Company which carried on the sale in question, but the 
item which I enclose to you is an encaséd 3¢ postage stamp 
of F. Buhl & Company, Detroit, Michigan. 


Upon examination of this item you will observe that 
the back of same appears to have been tampered with; and 
my fear, of course, is that a lg cover have been used to 
enclose a S¢ stamp, in order to form a rarity. 


In the catalogue of the Scott Stamp and Coin Co., 
no such item as this is listed. Moreover, in no other 
authority can I find such an item mentioned. 


With the understanding that, if you so request, your 
Opinion will not be quoted, will you please advise me 
whether or not you consider this coin genuine. 


I hesitate to bother you in this connection, but 


know of no other unbiased authority to whom I could refer 
this matter. 


Yours very truly 
> 


a 


RRP: orf ROBERT R. PRANN 


